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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to 
the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, one copy of each 
reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during 
the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Relevance of the non-English language reference(s) is discussed in the present specification, 
the attached Background Art Information Sheet, and/or in the associated English language Abstracts. 

Additionally, the attached application identified in the attached Appendix is a related 
application, which is directed to related technical subject matter. The identification of that U.S. Patent 
Application is not to be construed as a waiver of secrecy as to that applications now or upon issuance of 
the present application as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the cited 
application and the art cited therein during examination. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Glenn J. Perry 
Registration Number 28458 
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Facsimile: (703) 905-2500 
P.O. Box 10500 
McLean, VA 22102 
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Date Mailed: 08/06/2001 



Receipt is acknowledged of this nonprovisional Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you will be 
notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. Fees transmitted by 
check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an 
error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please write to the Office of Initial Patent Examination's Customer 
Service Center. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the changes noted thereon. If you 
received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit any corrections to this Filing 
Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will 
generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections (if appropriate). 

Applicants) 

Akira Kikitsu, Yokohama-shi, JAPAN; 
Junichi Akiyama, Kawasaki-shi, JAPAN; 
Katsutaro Ichihara, Yokohama-shi, JAPAN; 
Tadashi Kai, Kawasaki-shi, JAPAN; 
Toshihiko Nagase, Kawasaki-shi, JAPAN; 
Tomoyuki Maeda, Yokohama-shi, JAPAN; 

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 



Foreign Applications 

JAPAN 2000-175507 06/12/2000 
JAPAN 2001-102452 03/30/2001 
JAPAN 2001-171411 06/06/2001 



If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted 08/06/2001 
Projected Publication Date: 12/13/2001 
Non-Publication Request: No 



Early Publication Request: No 
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The Examiner's initials indicates he/she has considered the cited application relative to the 
subject application. 



DO NOT PRINT the above information on the patent which results from the subject application. 
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